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Two years have passed since our previous traditional biennial conference on computational electromagnetics of microwaves and optical waves. As you can remember, it was held in Dnipropetrovsk in late August 2014, in the extraordinary and in many aspects tragic circumstances of massive invasion of Ukraine's Far East by the Russian Army. It is often said that science is off politics and has no national borders. Still for those Ukrainian participants of MMET*2016 who experienced the violence from "tourists from a neighbor country" in the streets of Kharkiv, Dnipro and Odesa in April 2014 or who have parents living in the annexed Crimea or who, among 1.8 million internal refugees, had to leave their houses in Donetsk and look for job in Kiev and Vinnytsia later the same year, this is not so true any more.
Here, we remind you the words of the Chairs' Welcome of 2014: "We think that for us, as for any human beings, it is important to get together and feel friendship and solidarity when we are in trouble. We would like to suggest all of you to look at MMET*14 as a sort of curious Decameronstyle adventure. Similarly to Florence dwellers in 1348, we cannot eliminate the plague of war. However, when getting together, we are able to enjoy natural wonders, good food, and intellectual stories about amazing world of electromagnetic waves and applications. Hopefully, the next MMET conference will gather us again in less difficult circumstances."
Today, we see that Ukrainian scientific life is on moderate revival. Although there is still no full peace and the shooting across the front line still takes lives of Ukrainian soldiers, we can say that the Armed Forces of Ukraine and the National Guard have efficiently isolated the area infested by "the plague of war." The Parliament and the government are painfully trying to introduce long awaited European-style reforms in every area of society. This includes the national networks of research laboratories and the system of allocation of research funds. According to new Law on Science, in 2016 the independent Science Committee must be elected by the research community, to serve as a part of the National Council for Science and Technology and establish both the principles and the efficient operation of the National Science Foundation in 2018.
Putting it simple, this means that, starting from 2018, the competitions for research projects will be hopefully organized by the same principle of excellence as in the global research community. The excellence claim will have to be supported by the evidence of high-quality publications with citations indexed in Scopus and Web of Science. Therefore the MMET conference, as a high-reputed forum where we share our achievements with international colleagues and discuss how to move further along our favorite directions of research, becomes even more important.
Keeping all this in mind and realizing that attracting any significant number of international speakers to the cities of Eastern Ukraine is still difficult, the organizers of MMET had decided to hold a conference in July 2016 in Lviv. This ancient city is located just east from the mighty ridge of Carpathian Mountains in the Far West of Ukraine. It is a large university and industrial center. One can say that it is destined to be Ukrainian gates to Europe; its impact on Ukraine is often compared to the role played by Piedmont in the establishment of Italy.
This year we are glad to see that the number of Ukrainian participants is twice larger than in 2014. Each of them should be credited both for professionalism and for mobility. We are especially happy seeing that one of three participants is an international speaker. We hope that you will enjoy the conference and the city of Lviv and we expect you to come to Ukraine again. Thank you all for coming. Special thanks go to the administration of the I. Franko Lviv National University for letting us work in the halls and auditoriums of its historical building. 
CITY OF LVIV

Panoramic view of Leopolis circa 1617 by Abraham Hohenberg
Львовъ, Leopolis, Lemberg, Lwów and Lviv … all the names of the city reflect different periods of Lviv's long and turbulent history. These names are convincing proofs of multicultural and multiethnic influences of the history on the establishing of modern Ukrainian City of Lion.
Although the city was founded in 1256, the nearby area bears many evidences of preceding life starting from Palaeolithic era, through bronze epoch, to roman and byzantine periods.
A resonant moment of Lviv's Ukrainian history is the formation of a powerful political center by Grand Duke (then King) Danylo, who named of the city in the honour of his son, Lev, or Lion.
The times of Lviv's blossoming belong to periods of the Kingdom of Poland and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, where Lviv played role of a notable merchant centre and а crossroad of many trade routes. Around that time a symbol of Lviv, the lion, appeared on coins minted here.
The later period under the Austro-Hungarian Empire brought remarkable cultural, political and industrial revolution, many evidences of which can be still observed now, from stylish architecture and network of railroads to peculiarities of modern local Ukrainian language.
The time between two World Wars in the 20 th century was marked with intensive development of European scientific ideas in Lviv and growth of local scientific schools. To mention just one of them, the heritage of Stefan Banaсh, the founder of modern functional analysis, is difficult to overestimate.
The disputable Soviet era was sometimes tragic for Lviv but reopened the city potential as an industrial city in addition to being a touristic, cultural and educational center. Freedom-seeking and distinctly pro-European political soul of Lviv was frequently a source of dramatic shifts in the modern political landscape of Ukraine as a whole.
The digital era of the 21 st century has changed Lviv's life once again, leading to its turning into a major ITindustry center in Ukraine and creating fruitful atmosphere for emergence of new ideas and intellectual diamonds.
To make the long story short,  If you are eager to see perfectly preserved late medieval architecture, then Lviv is a good destination in Europe to visit and explore.  Are you ready to try becoming a historian? Then Lviv invites you to establish personally the historical truth from а bunch of mystical stories and legends.  If you like to taste a coffee prepared according to old recipes of Austro-Hungarian Empire and get drowned in unique city ambiance, then Lviv is the right place to come.  Would you like to learn colourful West Ukrainian ethnical peculiarities combined in one place? Then Lviv's streets and museums offer them to you.  If you look for a good conference on applied mathematics and electromagnetic theory to share your fascinating results and crazy ideas and meet friends, then go the Lviv University and join MMET*2016.
SOCIAL EVENTS
Welcome Party at Lviv House of Scientists
Tuesday, July 5
Lviv House of Scientists used to be an aristocratic casino (in the 1920s-1930s) and a club of horse-breeding industrialists (before 1918). The House is an architectural monument located in the city center. The authors of the project were well-reputed Viennese architects H. Helmer and F. Felner (they were also the authors of the Odessa Opera House). The architects were inspired by spirit and traditions of the palace architecture of the Central European Baroque style. Imposing decoration of facades of the building is combined with exquisite elegance in construction of the stairway gallery in the house lobby.
Lviv Sightseeing Tour
Wednesday, July 6
Lviv, translated as "The City of Lion," is a city-museum, full of historical sites to see and to enjoy. It remains one of the most charming and mysterious beauties of today's Eastern Europe. Since the late 20 th century, it plays important and remarkable role of the center of "Ukrainian Piedmonte". "Ensemble of the Historic Centre" of Lviv is the only one collection of buildings in Ukraine included in the UNESCO World Heritage List. During the tours by Wonder train and Wonder bus you will see the main landmarks of Lviv and get to know its fascinating history.
Farewell Dinner at "Harmata" Restaurant at the Citadel Inn
Thursday, July 7
The restaurant is considered one of the best in Lviv. It is known for its hospitality, impeccable service and, of course, delicious European and Ukrainian cuisine. It takes the highest floor of the Citadel Inn, the first 5-star hotel in Lviv, which is located on a hill-top in the park area in the very heart of the cultural and historical part of the city. The hotel is actually a circular tower of medieval fortress, rebuilt by the Euro-2012 football championship. You will also definitely enjoy the outstanding mid-summer view on the city from the circular open-air gallery around the restaurant.
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SOCIAL EVENTS
Post-conference Castle Tour "Golden Horseshoe"
The duration of tour is approximately 11 hours and it will include a lunch.
Svirzh.
One of the most beautiful and most romantic castles in Ukraine built in the Renaissance style over a picturesque pond in 1484. The castle was and is a subject to numerous filming, the most famous of which is the soviet screen version of the novel "The Three Musketeers" by Alexandre Dumas. Fortress is also close to the Assumption Church (1546) 
